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LWV DIVERSITY POLICY

The League of Women Voters
recognizes that diverse perspec-
tives are important and necessary
for responsible and representative

decision making.
The LWVCA affirms its commit-
ment to actively seek diversity in
its membership, leadership and

programs.

LWVCA Education Fund is a member
of Community Shares

APRIL DISCUSSION TOPIC:
ACTION AND ADVOCACY DISCUSSION
By Gavin DeVore Leonard

The League of Women Voters has a long and powerful history of studying issues
of importance to good government. But, without advocacy and action to share the
organization’s research and push for changes, members’ concerns would never
have had such an impact on policy and procedure at all levels of government. We
want to build on that tradition at Unit Meetings this April. Following a brief
review of methods of effective advocacy and action, we will discuss among
ourselves:
· What do you think are the most successful forms of action or advocacy?

What makes them successful?
· Are there any forms of action or advocacy that you think are not a good

use of time or that you don’t like to do?
· What forms of action and advocacy are best suited to the League? What

does the League do most effectively?
· How might the League’s action and advocacy work improve? What kind

of strategies or tactics might the League use to increase its effectiveness and
impact?

· Do you take action or do advocacy 1) more than, 2) less than, or 3)
exactly as much as you’d like? What do you do currently, and what might
you be able or willing to take on (or let go of) in order to act just the right
amount?

See the schedule of Unit Meetings included on page 11 of this newsletter. If you
have not already joined a Unit discussion group, pick the one most
convenient to you and give it a try!

SUSAN B. ANTHONY LUNCHEON – REMARKABLE!
By Marjorie Davies

Over 175 League members
and guests celebrated women’s
suffrage at the Susan B. Anthony
Luncheon at The Phoenix on February
25. A lively social hour/silent auction
and delicious meal preceded the
fascinating and informative keynote
presentation by Vice Mayor Roxanne
Qualls, Building Vibrant
Communities: New Ideas in Transportation and Housing. Since 1986, this
beautiful festive annual midwinter gathering has provided the perfect opportunity
to socialize with friends. Continued on page 8

THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS of the CINCINNATI AREA
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LETTER FROM LWVCA ORGANIZATIONAL CONSULTANT
By Jean Masthay

I am very pleased to report to you that our organizational evaluation project is nearly
completed. I’ll present recommendations to the Board of Directors at their April meeting for
their review and discussion. Board members will also discuss and make plans to share the
results with all LWCA members in the near future.

Thank you, thank you, thank you, for the time many of you took to provide me with
valuable information. We had a 40% return rate for the online Survey Monkey and I appreciate
those of you who sat at the computer and recorded your thoughts. There were also many
members who were willing to be formally interviewed and those who simply visited with me
informally. The real adventure begins soon when we apply what we’ve learned to serve more
citizens and engage more people in our League work. If you feel as if you haven’t had an
opportunity to share your LWVCA experience and you would still like to, please call or email
me (jeanm@lwvcincinnati.org) or leave me a message at the LWVCA office (513-281-8683).

MARCH BOARD BRIEFS
By Sherrie Heyse

· Sherrie Heyse was appointed to fill the vacancy
in the position of Secretary until the Annual
Meeting. The Board expressed gratitude to Lori
Bissler who resigned due to family issues.

· The budget was presented and accepted ~ details
to come in Workbook I for annual meeting.

· The Steiner Fund filled two requests for posters
and convention expenses.

· A letter from Housing Committee regarding
appointee to CMHA (Cincinnati Metropolitan
Housing Authority) Board was approved and
sent.

· TRU (They Represent Us) will be ready in
March. Smart Voter was online for Primary in
March.

· Local Program Planning was reviewed - details
to come in Workbook I for annual meeting.

· Work is in progress on a forum regarding the
Voter Protection Act.

SAVE THE DATE 

APRIL 18
TH 

League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area 

Common Cause Ohio 

Presents 

 

My Vote Counts - Southwest Ohio 

A look at voters' rights in our region 

 

10:00 to 3:00
More details to come
      LWVCA.org

SEEKING YOUR NOMINATIONS TO THE BOARD
The LWVCA Nominating Committee is seeking candidates to round out the 2012-13 slate for LWVCA Board

of Directors, to be elected at Annual Meeting in mid-May. Please call Nominating Committee chair Mary Kay
Gardner with suggestions or for more information. Positions to be elected include President-Elect (one-year term),
Vice-President of Program (two-year term), Vice-President of Organization & Member Services (two-year term),
Treasurer (two-year term), Secretary (unexpired one-year term), two directors (two-year terms), and three Nominating
Committee successors (one-year terms). A slate of candidates will be included in the Annual Meeting Workbook I to
be mailed in mid-April. Nominations may also be made from the floor at Annual Meeting; prior consent of the
nominee must have been secured.

SAVE THE DATE 

APRIL 18
TH 

League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area 

Common Cause Ohio 

Presents 

 

My Vote Counts - Southwest Ohio 

A look at voters' rights in our region 

 

 

10:00 to 3:00
More details to come
      LWVCA.org
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POWER THE VOTE!
From LWVUS President Elisabeth G. MacNamara

League members and supporters nationwide will be
working at every opportunity to ensure that the focus of
this election is the voter. Power the Vote will:
····· Register new voters through community and
high school voter registration efforts of local League
members.
····· Educate voters through local and state candidate
debates and at VOTE411.org.
····· Protect voters by fighting against suppressive
election laws, the big money in campaigns and the rise of
Super PACs, and by strengthening the Elections
Assistance Commission (EAC) and the Federal Election
Commission (FEC).

ELECTION RIGHTS IN THE U.S.
CONSTITUTION
Excerpted from Electing the President, a co-publication
of the LWVUS and Newspaper in Education Institute
(NIE). You can download the full publication at http://
www.lwv.org/content/electing-president-2012-now-
available.

· FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT, Section 1. The
right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of race, color, or previous condition
of servitude. (Ratified in 1870)

· NINETEENTH AMENDMENT, Section 1. The
right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of sex. (Ratified in 1920)

· TWENTY-FOURTH AMENDMENT, Section
1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in
any primary or other election for President or Vice
President, for electors for President or Vice President,
or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall
not be denied or abridged by the United States or any
State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other
tax. (Ratified in 1964)

· TWENTY-SIXTH AMENDMENT, Section 1.
The right of citizens of the United States, who are
eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of age. (Ratified in 1971)

NATIONAL LEAGUE ACTION:

THE DISCLOSE 2012 ACT, H.R. 4010
February 16, 2012
To:          Members of the U.S. House of

   Representatives
From:      Elisabeth MacNamara, President
Re:            Cosponsor the DISCLOSE 2012 Act,

   H.R. 4010

The League of Women Voters urges you to
cosponsor H.R. 4010, the DISCLOSE 2012 Act, which
would restore transparency to U.S. elections by requiring
complete disclosure of spending on big-money
advertising in candidate elections.

In its ruling in Citizens United v. Federal
Election Commission, the Supreme Court opened the
floodgates for big-money special interests in our
elections. Corporations and unions can now make
unlimited secret expenditures seeking to elect or defeat
candidates. And they can make unlimited secret
contributions to other entities that seek to elect or defeat
candidates. This is unacceptable in a democracy.

We must preserve the integrity of our electoral
process by increasing transparency and letting the
sunlight shine in. Disclosure of corporate, union, and
individual spending in elections is vital to allowing
voters make informed decisions. H.R. 4010 accomplishes
that fundamental purpose.

                          *      *      *
Voters deserve to know the sources of funding

for election advertising. The League of Women Voters
strongly urges you to cosponsor and support quick action
by the House to enact the DISCLOSE 2012 Act.

NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG
TAKE-BACK INITIATIVE
April 28, 2012
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
has scheduled another National Prescription Drug
Take-Back Day which will take place on Saturday,
April 28, 2012, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. This is a
great opportunity for people to safely dispose of
unwanted or unused medications. Drop-off sites will
be advertised closer to the date on radio stations, news
reports, or by putting Pharmacy Take-back Day in
your browser. The collection last fall disposed of 121
tons of prescription drugs throughout the country.
Even more are expected this spring.



NATIONAL LEAGUE ACTION:

February 10, 2012
Dear Senator:

On behalf of our millions of members and
supporters, we write to express our vehement
opposition to any and all legislation that would approve
the Keystone XL tar sands pipeline. The Keystone XL
pipeline would transport toxic tar sands from under
Canada’s Boreal forest 1,700 miles to the Gulf of
Mexico to be refined and exported. President Obama
firmly rejected the permit for this project last month.
Pending legislation would effectively turn Congress
into a permitting authority, bypassing a robust
environmental and safety review and approving a
project for which a route has not even yet been
determined. These efforts must be rejected. Congress
should not be in the business of short-circuiting
environmental and safety reviews to permit the
individual pet projects of big oil.

The environmental and safety dangers from
the pipeline are clear. First, tar sands oil is the most
carbon-intensive source of oil on the planet —the
production process alone generates three times as much
global warming pollution as conventional crude oil.
Developing tar sands is also destroying important forest
lands that act as a carbon reservoir, further contributing
to climate change. The Environmental Protection
Agency has estimated that the Keystone XL tar sands
pipeline would contribute an additional 27 million
metric tons of CO2 annually – or the same amount of
global warming pollution created by adding 4.8 million
vehicles to the road, which would accelerate health
impacts from global warming that are already
occurring.

Moreover, the pipeline would do little for our
energy security. Its main purpose is to make this oil
available for export. Keystone XL would divert
Canadian oil from refineries in the Midwest to the Gulf
Coast. These refineries are in Foreign Trade Zones
where oil may be exported to international buyers
without paying U.S. taxes.

By redirecting oil that is currently being
shipped to the Midwest, Keystone XL would also serve
to increase the price of fuel in the Midwest by $4 to 6
billion dollars in the first year of operation alone. This
increase in price has caused farmers across the
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country to voice their opposition to this dangerous
and costly project.

Finally, the pipeline itself poses grave dangers to
America’s vital water resources. Tar sands oil is more
acidic and corrosive than conventional oil and transported
under higher pressure, posing a far greater risk of leaks
along the pipeline route. This is not just a theoretical
problem. Over the last five years, pipelines in Midwestern
states with the longest history of moving Canadian tar
sands have spilled three times as much crude per pipeline
mile as the national average. The Keystone I tar sands
pipeline was predicted to spill 1.4 times per decade, yet
spilled fourteen times in its first year of operation. Last
summer, an older pipeline system carrying tar sands oil
spilled more than 800,000 gallons into Michigan’s
Kalamazoo River, causing health effects in a majority of
Calhoun County residents living adjacent to the river. At a
cost of over $725 million, this spill has been the most
expensive U.S. pipeline accident on record.

The facts reveal this pipeline was never in
America’s national interest. Clean energy and fuel
efficiency is the path forward for economic and energy
security in America – not another tar sands pipeline. By
rejecting the Keystone XL pipeline, President Obama
helped move America down a cleaner, safer path.

Congress is now considering legislation that would
preempt America’s environmental laws to approve a
pipeline for which a route does not exist. With this
precedent, will the next Congress approve a project in your
state while preempting the health, environmental, and
safety laws that protect your citizens and your state’s
farmlands? We urge all members to oppose any and all
attempts to pass legislation that would short circuit the
laws our nation has relied on to balance development with
protecting our country for future generations.
Sincerely,

Elisabeth MacNamara
President
League of Women Voters

[For a full list of signatories, see http://www.lwv.org/
content/league-joins-coalition-partners-opposition-
keystone-xl-pipeline.]

LEAGUE JOINS COALITION PARTNERS IN OPPOSITION TO KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE



STATEHOUSE DAY
Tuesday, April 10 is the State League’s Annual Statehouse Day.

Registration is open online at www.lwvohio.org. Sessions include Human
Trafficking, Voting in 2012, The Ohio Constitutional Modernization
Commission, Redistricting Reform and Fracking. The keynote speaker is Dr.
Barbara Palmer who will discuss Unintended Consequences: Incumbency,
Redistricting, and the Success of Women Candidates. Check our local league
page, www.lwvca.org, for information on carpooling to Columbus.

LET’S PUT THE VOTERS FIRST!
By Nancy Dawley

Ohio has approximately a 50:50 split of Democratic and Republican voters. The new Congressional districts
recently approved by the Ohio legislature pretty much guarantee 12 Republicans and 4 Democrats will be elected to
future Congresses from Ohio.

The League of Women Voters of Ohio has proposed with other nonpartisan, good government organizations
in Ohio a constitutional amendment that would reform Ohio’s redistricting process. An Ohio Citizens Independent

Redistricting Commission, consisting of 12 qualified people, would
determine our districts. Politicians, lobbyists, and other political
insiders would not be permitted on the commission or to choose
who is. You can get additional information at
www.votersfirstohio.org or on Facebook.

Here is a preview of the steps involved to get such an
amendment on the ballot. When we reach the point of gathering
the over 400,000 signatures, your help will be greatly appreciated
and needed.

Initially, Voters First must collect 1,000 valid signatures
of Ohio voters to launch the drive and then must be certified for
the ballot. Five Ohio voters make up the legal entity of Voters First:
Ann Henkener of the League of Women Voters, Sam Gresham of
Common Cause, Dan Tokaji of Election Law @ Moritz at The Ohio
State University, Dick Gunther, Professor Emeritus at The Ohio
State University and Ellis Jacobs, Miami Valley Election Protection

Coalition. Voters First began gathering those first 1,000 signatures on February 15.
The Ohio Secretary of State’s office will review the signatures to determine if the signatures are Ohio

voters and are “valid.”
The Ohio Attorney General must certify the ballot language before launching the signature-gathering

in full.
It will then be necessary to collect 385,246 valid signatures to place the initiative before the voters.
Get involved. Volunteers are needed to get the word out about the signature-gathering effort and to help

collect signatures at the appropriate time. You can contact either the local or the state League to put your name on the
list to volunteer. Contact the local LWVCA office by phone at (513) 281-8683 or by email at
redistrictohio@lwvcincinnati.org. Or you can contact the League of Women Voters of Ohio by phone at 614-469-
1505, or by email at votersfirst@gmail.com.
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THE CINCINNATI STREETCAR
By Carolyn Miller and Chris Moran

Under a clear blue sky with lots of sunshine,
ground was broken for the Cincinnati Streetcar on Elm
Street in front of Memorial Hall in February. The
Streetcar route will go uptown on this section of Elm
Street. The ground breaking followed thank yous and
recognitions from Mayor Mallory; City Manager
Milton Dohoney; Metro CEO Terry Garcia Crews; U.S.
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood; and Mr.
Streetcar, John Schneider. The enthusiastic gathering
spilled out the door, and lined the steps to witness the
ceremony.

This is a large project with multiple
construction phases. The 4-month first phase will
relocate water mains beginning on Elm Street at 12th

Street. Metro will operate the streetcar and coordinate
service routes and stops. Check out progress at
cincinnatistreetcar.com.

Also check out Metro’s new web offerings and
social media connections. It’s colorful, has useful
information and is user friendly. You may even want to
take a ride, test out the new fare boxes and save a little
gas at www.go-metro.com.

GREEN UMBRELLA
By Chris Moran

How green is your umbrella? Visit the
refurbished website at www.greenumbrella.org
to log your green
activities in a
friendly competition
that tracks the
progress of your
neighborhood and
your community
group. Green
Umbrella is a
Regional
Sustainability
Alliance, a
collective effort to
improve the
economic vitality and quality of life in our
region. If you sign on at the site, be sure to
denote your membership in LWVCA so that we
can measure our collective impact as a group!

FIXING THE FUTURE:
Building a Just and Sustainable Economy
This series, co-sponsored by the League and held at First Unitarian Church (536 Linton Road) on
the first Friday of every month, continues with this intriguing program:

· April 6, 2012 ~ 7-9 PM: Urban Farming & Local Food Security, featuring Farmer
Charles Griffin of Enright Ridge Ecovillage and other activists in Cincinnati’s Urban
Agricultural movement.

May 4, 2012 ~ 7-9 PM: Green Building & Infrastructure. Learn about the Cincinnati
Zoo’s innovative “Go Green” initiatives with Mark Fisher, the Zoo’s Director of
Facilities, Planning & Sustainability
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MARCHING FOR IMMIGRATION JUSTICE IN CINCINNATI
By Mike Corradini, JD
Physicians for Human Rights Asylum Advocacy Associate
[Editor’s note –Mr. Corradini was the opening speaker for the Immigration Justice conference on March 3 that was cosponsored by the
League. He is the Asylum Advocacy Associate at the Physicians for Human Rights office in Washington, DC. The following is reprinted
with permission from his blog entry for March 7, 2012 at physiciansforhumanrights.org.]

Last week when I spoke at the “March Forth for Justice” conference on
immigration, I was reminded that for many Americans, the problems plaguing our
immigration system seem too remote to pay much attention to.

We hear stories on the news, but we probably don’t personally know any
of the 1.2 million immigrants who have been deported in the past three years. We hear
words like “amnesty,” “illegals,” and “DREAM Act,” but we don’t put faces to those
words. We think that immigration is something that affects people in California,
Arizona, or Texas – but not where we live.

The truth is, immigrants live in every area of the country, and that the
debate over immigration reform could have dramatic consequences for urban and
rural communities alike.

Faith communities know this– they see immigrants filling the seats at
houses of worship
every weekend, and

their congregations notice when the families of
immigrants who have been deported turn to them
for help.

So it was an honor to participate last
weekend in a full-day conference organized by faith
communities in and around Cincinnati focused on
immigration issues. “March Forth for Justice” was
co-sponsored by a coalition of Christian, Jewish,
and Islamic organizations and spearheaded by the
Unitarian Universalist Council of Greater
Cincinnati.

Conference participants heard about both
the national debate over immigration, as well as that
debate’s effect on communities in and around
Cincinnati.

A diverse group of speakers discussed
Cincinnati’s history as a city of immigrants, as well
as the contributions to Cincinnati’s diversity from a new generation of immigrants. And three courageous young
undocumented immigrants who have never known a home other than the United States discussed their hopes for a
future in America, and their fears that they will be deported regardless of their academic achievements and strong
family and community ties.

Events like March Forth for Justice, which culminated in a rally in support of the DREAM Act, remind us
that immigration affects every corner of our country, and that the Obama administration’s destructive and counter-
productive immigration enforcement policies rip apart communities every day.

The more frequently communities like Cincinnati rise up in support of comprehensive immigration reform,
including a pathway to legal residency for undocumented immigrants, the greater the chances are of our elected
officials taking action to fix our nonsensical immigration system.

Congratulations to the organizers of March Forth for Justice for a wonderful conference, and here’s hoping
that faith communities and others around the country follow suit.

“Dreamers” and Friends: they advocate for the Dream Act - a path to
citizenship for children who have grown up in the US after having been
brought to this country as minors.

Mike Corradini, JD
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Spectacular baskets of primroses brightened every table, courtesy of Piepmeier the Florist. The keepsake
printed program provided welcome messages from LWVCA President Melissa Currence and Membership Chair
Mary VanAusdall, a short history of the League, and an explanation of gold as
suffragists’ symbolic color. A special thank you to program advertisers who helped
defray costs: Arthur Murray Dance Studios, Busken Bakery, LaRosa’s Pizzeria,
Minuteman Press of Kenwood, OMG on Erie, and Woman’s City Club. Boy Scouts
from Troop #66 kindly staffed the coat check.

Event sponsors were Mary Kay Gardner and Dee Shaffer; other table hosts
were Lori Bissler, Marjorie Davies, Kim Thompson and Keith Kern, the LWVCA
Northeast Evening Unit, and Woman’s City Club. The silent auction and raffle was
our largest ever, netting over $4,000, thanks to generous donors (see list) and
bidders. In total, the Luncheon provided almost $10,000 for nonpartisan LWVCA
Education Fund services, such as the Who & What of Elections voter guide,
Smartvoter.org website, and They Represent Us directory of public officials.

Making it all happen behind the scenes were SBA Planning Committee
volunteers Marjorie Davies and Mary Kay Gardner (co-chairs), Kit Berger, Glenda
Bernstein, Lori Bissler, Randi Ditter, Wendy Galluppi, Jeane Goings, Marty
Harrington, Sherrie Heyse, Carolyn Honkomp, Pinky Kocoshis, Jean and Tad
Masthay, Sandra Mowell, Bridget Pincus, Burt Roehr, Alice Schneider, and Dee
Shaffer.

SUSAN B. ANTHONY LUNCHEON . . . Continued from page 1

Silent Auction Donors
Thanks to these generous donors for ensuring the success of our annual
Susan B. Anthony silent auction and raffle.
AJ Benken Florist & Greenhouse
Appearance Plus Cleaners
Arthur’s Restaurant, Hyde Park Square
Aveda Pure Concept Salon & Spa, Deerfield
Glenda & Malcolm Bernstein
Kit Berger
John & Gloria Bissler
Blue Ash Golf Course
Busken Bakery
Treon Christine
Cincinnati Art Museum
Cincinnati Bengals
Cincinnati Museum Center
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
Cookies by Design, Blue Ash
Melissa Currence
Marjorie Davies
Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati
Esquire, Mariemont & Kenwood Theatres
Ferrari’s Little Italy & Bakery
Gene & Mary Kay Gardner
Carolyn Honkomp
Know Theatre
LaRosa’s Pizzeria
Lebanon Mason Monroe Railroad

Shari Loo
Morrison & Me, Hyde Park Square
Mecklenburg Gardens
Members of LWV Anderson unit
Members of LWV Central North unit
Members of LWV Eastern Day unit
Members of LWV Northeast Evening unit
Members of LWV Warren County unit
Ernie Mowell
Paragon Salon
Piepmeier the Florist
Ramundo’s Pizzeria, Mt Lookout Square
Ruth Rolfsen
Burt Roehr
Neil Schapera
Dee & Heather Shaffer
Speedway Superamerica
The Fresh Market, Oakley
Wild Birds Unlimited

Largest silent auction ever!

Roxanne Qualls spoke about the
changing demographics of our city
and how they are changing our
transportation needs.
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LEAGUE WELCOMES INTERNATIONAL VISITORS
By Alice Schneider

On February 16, 2012, Jean Masthay,
Susan Banoun, Glenda Bernstein, and Alice
Schneider met with a sixteen-member group from
Armenia, Bangladesh, Chile, Croatia, Estonia,
Ghana, India, Israel , Macedonia, Serbia, Tunisia,
Uruguay, Venezuela, and Zimbabwe who were
participating in a multi-regional project entitled
“US Presidential Primaries.” We discussed the
redistricting process and the impact redistricting
has on voter profiling, voter registration and
ultimately, election results. Jean Masthay
explained what the League was, Susan Banoun and
Glenda Bernstein described what the League does
at election time and Alice Schneider explained the
redistricting process. We started out speaking
slowly thinking they might need time to
understand, but one of the visitors said, “speak
normally, we can understand.” They followed the
discussion closely and asked pointed questions.
The U.S. Department of State’s International
Visitor Leadership Program arranged the visit
through the local World Affairs Council.

APRIL DINNER WITH THE LEAGUE FEATURES 3CDC EXECUTIVE

“Dinner with the League” on Monday, April 23,
will feature guest speaker Adam Gelter, who will discuss
downtown renewal and development.
Mr. Gelter is Vice President of Development for
Cincinnati Center City Development Corporation (3CDC).
His presentation is entitled “Transforming Our City:
Where Are We Now?” and will provide an overview of
what has been achieved to date, 3CDC’s most recent accomplishments, and what lies ahead.

Our speaker leads a team of seven developers whose main priority is to develop strategies and
implementation plans for real estate within Cincinnati’s center city. Among his specific current responsibilities are
supervision of the Mercer Commons project in Over-The-Rhine, and the development of three new emergency
shelter facilities under Cincinnati’s new “Homeless to Homes” initiative.

This dinner meeting, sponsored by LWVCA, begins with registration at 5:30 pm and dinner at 6:00 at the
Marriott Kingsgate Conference Center in the UC area. Valet parking is available on the upper level of the entrance
drive.

The “Dinner with the League” series of dinner meetings is designed to attract and inform both League
members and prospective new members. The League encourages the public to attend and members to invite friends
to accompany them to this enjoyable and informative evening. Reservations for “Dinner with the League” may be
made by mail using the clip-off portion of the flyer attached to this newsletter, or online at www.lwvcincinnati.org.
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OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
By Mary Kay Gardner, Office Coordinator

The faithful office volunteers are “the
voice of the League” who answer the
office phone.  Monday thru Friday, for
several hours each day, they are there
with answers for the public. This is a
busy year for the League and there will
be lots of questions on issues, election
rules, etc. It’s one of the most valuable
services we provide—and you can
help. Working in the office once or
twice a month gives you a real sense of
what’s going on and how the League
operates. Training is provided and
answers are given to you. Just call the
office and leave a message for Mary
Kay Gardner to select your time slot
and set up a time for training.

MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE:
TAKE A POSITION!
... and write about it!
By Nancy Dawley

Yes, we are looking for YOU
to write a short Voter article.

January and February
program planning units, both at the
local and national levels, indicated
a great interest among members to
better understand League positions. We invite any
member who has a favorite position they would like
to explain to volunteer to do so. One article per
month is our goal, and you only would write only a
paragraph or so. It can briefly explain a particular
point of the position, tell a personal story on how it
affected you, or suggest how the League might use
it in the future.

Please call or email Nancy Dawley so we
can put you on an ongoing list for a month
convenient to you.

OUT OF TOUCH?  WE NEED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS!

LWVCA’s email list is fewer than half our paid members. That means that many of you are not
receiving up-to-date league information. Providing your email address allows us to email you the
newsletter in color with links; to solicit your opinion on league policy issues; and to send reminders of a
few pertinent issues or events throughout the year.

The League is very careful with our email list; we don’t give or loan it to anyone, and we don’t allow it
to be used to email solicitations, and we only email events and advocacy requests if they are a)
sponsored by the League and b) came up too suddenly to be included in the Voter newsletter.

If you have an email address but are NOT receiving
email from the League, please send an email with
your name and email address to
info@lwvcincinnati.org.

Thank you!

The Voter is the official monthly newsletter of the
League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area (LWVCA).

Editor: Marty Harrington.
Office Staff: Susan Gorman.

Proofer: Rina Saperstein
Layout and design: Kit Berger.

Please submit articles to:
newsletter@lwvcincinnati.org.

Next deadline: Friday 04/13/2012
for the May/June issue
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CALENDAR: APRIL UNIT MEETINGS
Discussion Topic: Action and Advocacy
Unit meetings are our grassroots discussions, located at different places and times so that there’s always one
convenient for YOU! This is your chance to get involved. All meetings are open. Come, and bring a friend!

 2nd Monday 04/09/12
Hilltop: 1:00 p.m. at home of Helen & John Hunter
Northeast Evening: 7:00 p.m. Madeira Public Library, Euclid and Miami Ave

2nd Tuesday 04/10/12
Central North: 12:00 noon, Friendship United Methodist Church, Springfield Pike & Fleming Rd
Warren County: 7:30 p.m. Mason United Methodist Church, 773 Mason-Montgomery Rd

 2nd Wednesday 04/11/12
Anderson: 7:00 p.m. Anderson Government Center, 7850 Five Mile Road (note time change!)
Central Evening: 7:15 p.m. League Office, 103 Wm. H. Taft

2nd Thursday 04/12/12
Eastern Day: 12:00 noon. Brown bag or order lunch in MPL

Dining Room. Free valet parking.
Marjorie P. Lee Home, 3550 Shaw Ave.

3rd. Wednesday, 04/18/12
Metro Day: 12:00 noon League Office, 103 Wm. H. Taft

All citizens, male and female, 18
years and older, are welcome.
Take the opportunity now to
support our work promoting
democracy and civic engagement. Dues include
Cincinnati, Ohio, and National membership, including
newsletters from each.

Individual - $60.00
Household - $80.00
Student - $25.00

Dues pose a hardship. I can pay ___________

Optional deductible contribution to LWVCA:
                                               _____________
Name:
______________________________________

Address:
_____________________________________

Phone:
______________________________________

Email:
______________________________________
Mail to LWVCA, 103 Wm. H. Taft,
              Cincinnati, OH 45219

Join the League of
Women Voters
For civility in civic discourse

SAVE THIS DATE
Annual Meeting,
Thursday May 24
Mt. Auburn Prebyterian Church
In the newly renovated Geier Room

More info to come!

VOLUNTEER WANTED!

Are you creative and computer literate?
Would you like an opportunity to help the
Cincinnati area LWV without going to meet-
ings??

Kit Berger has the perfect job and a chance to
do an invaluable service! Give her a call for
full details.
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APRIL, 2012
LEAGUE ACTIVITIES
All meetings are open to the public and are held at the League Office, 103 Wm. Howard Taft unless otherwise noted.
Bring a friend!

Monday  Apr 2 6:30 pm Board Meeting
Friday  Apr 6 7:00 pm Fixing the Future: Urban Farming at 1st Unitarian Church, 536 Linton St.
Tuesday  Apr 10 8:00 am Membership Committee
Tuesday  Apr 10 11:30 am LWVO Statehouse Day, at Vern Riffe Center, 31st Floor,

77 South High St. (across from the Ohio Statehouse), Columbus
Thursday  Apr 12 7:00 pm Natural Resources Committee
Friday  Apr 13 VOTER COPY DUE for May-June Issue
Monday  Apr 16 6:00 pm Health Care Committee
Monday  Apr 16 7:00 pm County Government Committee
Wednesday  Apr 18  Reservation Deadline for April Dinner With the League
Monday  Apr 23 5:30 pm Dinner With the League with Adam Gelter, 3CDC

 Kingsgate Marriott Conference Center, UC East Campus, 151 Goodman Dr
Tuesday  Apr 24 6:30 pm Investment Committee
Tuesday  Apr 24 7:00 pm Housing Committee
Wednesday  Apr 25 5:00 pm Program Development Committee
Wednesday  Apr 25 6:00 pm Executive Committee
Thursday  Apr 26 9:30 am Voter Collating – Metro Day in Charge
Monday May 7 6:30 pm Board Meeting
Thursday May 24  Annual Meeting - Geier Room, Mt. Auburn Presbyterian Church

As always, see our website (www.lwvca.org) for more information on upcoming events.

League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area
103 Wm. H. Taft Rd.  Cincinnati, OH 45219
513-281-8683  Fax: 513-281-8714
info@lwvcincinnati   www.lwvcincinnati.org



 
Join Us for 

DINNER WITH THE LEAGUE 
Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area 

 

Monday, April 23, 2012 
 
 

        Speaker:   Adam Gelter, Vice President of Development 
     Cincinnati Center City Development Corporation (3CDC) 

 
 Topic: “Transforming Our City: Where Are We Now?” 
 

 
5:30 Social Time; 6:00 Dinner; 6:45 Speaker 

 
At the Marriott Kingsgate Conference Center at UC 

151 Goodman Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45219 
 

(Complimentary Garage Parking or Valet Parking Available) 
Directions to Kingsgate:  West on Wm H Taft Rd to slight rt. on Jefferson Ave; slight left on Vine St to rt.  

on Goodman Dr. Signs direct you to Conference Center and valet parking or parking garage. 

 
For additional information, call 513-281-8683 

Make your reservation by April 18 by sending the following form and check or  
registering and paying online at lwvcincinnati.org. 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 

Please reserve ___ seat(s) for Dinner with the League at the 
Marriott Kingsgate Conference Center, Monday, April 23, 2012 at 5:30 PM 

 
Name(s)___________________________________________________ Telephone #_______________  
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dinner preference is (Indicate number for each person attending. You are responsible for the $28 charges.):  
 
___ Roast Turkey with Roasted Sweet Potatoes and a Port Wine Cranberry Glaze   
___ Pot Roast of Beef with Mashed Potatoes and Natural Gravy 
___ Cheese Manicotti with Marinara Sauce and Sautéed Spinach 
 
All above entrees include salad, vegetable, rolls, coffee or tea, and dessert.  
 
_____Amount enclosed ($28.00 per meal, gratuities included)  

 
 

Send reservation, meal choice, and check for $28.00 per person (payable to “LWVCA”) by 
April 18 deadline to: LWVCA, 103 Wm H Taft Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45219 
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League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area
April, 2012 Unit Meeting – Action & Advocacy

Overview and Purpose

The League of Women Voters has a long and 
powerful history of studying issues of 
importance to good government.  But, 
without advocacy and action to share the 
organization’s research and push for changes, 
members’ concerns would never have had 
nearly such an impact on policy and 
procedure at all levels.

In this month’s unit meetings, we’ll be 
discussing action and advocacy.  The 
following pages discuss some of the theory 
and practice behind these concepts, including 
a listing of top pros and cons of frequently 
used action and advocacy strategies, as well 
as ideas that you may not be familiar with and 
ways to identify the best possible strategy 
that will get results.

Hopefully these pages will remind you of your 
favorite experiences acting on or advocating 
on behalf of the issue/s you care about.  With 
your unit, we’ll ask everyone to talk about 
their personal experience before talking 
about some of the different ideas and 
concepts that you’ll read about below.  
Furthermore, we hope this month will be a 
month for reflection about how the League is 
doing with its action and advocacy work –
what is going well and what could be 
improved.

The League of Women Voters has cultivated a 
powerful image as an institution with 
integrity in communities across the United 
States.  As stewards of this institution’s 
legacy, we must remain vigilant in our efforts 
to identify opportunities for improvement to 
our civil society, and then speak up and 
educate the public, as well as our elected 
officials, about what concrete changes should 
be made to keep us moving in the right 
direction.

Why am I reading these pages?

Please consider the questions below and 
come to your April unit meetings to share 
your ideas on League advocacy and action:

1. Tell the group about your favorite 
form of action or advocacy you’ve 
ever taken part in.

2. What do you think are the most 
successful forms of action or 
advocacy?  What makes them 
successful in your opinion?

3. Are there any forms of action or 
advocacy that you think are not a 
good use of time or that you don’t like 
to do?

4. What forms of action and advocacy 
are best suited to the League?  What 
does the League do most effectively?

5. How might the League’s action and 
advocacy work improve?  What kind 
of strategies or tactics might the 
League use to increase its 
effectiveness and impact?

6. Do you take action or do advocacy 1) 
more than, 2) less than, or 3) exactly 
as much as you’d like?  What do you
do currently, and what might you be 
able or willing to take on (or let go of) 
in order to act just the right amount?

Examples of recent LWVCA actions

1.  The League of Women Voters takes broad 
views regarding issues of public policy.
Proponents of November 2009 and 2011 
proposed City of Cincinnati Charter 
amendment ballot issues were seeking to 
stop or significantly delay building the 
Cincinnati Streetcar Plan. In the view of many 
including LWVCA, the wording of both 
proposals would have hindered the 
development of rail transit in the City, the 
County and the region for the next decade.
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LWVCA opposed the separate ballot 
initiatives using both Government and 
Transportation positions.  Under the LWV 
Ohio position, a Constitution is a broadly 
stated body of principles.  Contrary to this 
position, the proposed Charter 
amendments each specified particular 
activities or actions about passenger rail.  
The LWVO position is applicable to the 
Cincinnati Charter because a Charter is a 
municipality’s constitution. 

The League has not taken a position on any 
particular mode of public transit, for instance, 
a streetcar.  Rather the LWVUS position 
believes that energy efficient and 
environmentally sound transportation 
systems should afford better access to 
housing and jobs.  And LWVCA supports a 
public transportation system on as wide a 
geographic base as feasible.   LWVCA opposed 
the ballot initiatives based on these positions 
out of the desire to keep open transportation 
options for the City (through which transit 
needs to pass) and the region.

LWVCA used the following strategies 
regarding this action:

Press release announcing the 
League’s opposition to the ballot issues

Article in LWVCA newsletter about 
League opposition to the ballot issues

LWVCA joined with the lead 
organization, Cincinnatians for Progress, in 
working to oppose and in publicly speaking 
out against both proposals.   

Both ballot issues were defeated.      

2.  On June 14, 2011, the LWVCA sent a letter 
to the Editor of the Cincinnati Enquirer
regarding the Anna Louise Inn.  It was printed 
in the online version supporting the retention 
of the Anna Louise Inn at its current location. 

The letter was based on our LWVUS 
position of Meeting Basic Human Needs and 
Housing Supply, “support policies to 
provide a decent home and a suitable living 
environment for every American family.”  

Another position from the LWVUS came 
from Social Policy, “support equal access to 
education, employment and housing.”

Although this situation has not yet been 
resolved, the support for the Anna Louise Inn 
helped to delay and to investigate the 
situation.

3.  On January 18, 2011, the LWVCA sent 
letters to the Hamilton County 
Commissioners asking them to take careful 
consideration in the replacement of 
Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing Authority 
(CMHA) Board members. The history of 
actions from the CMHA Board had been 
questionable and resulted in an investigation 
by HUD. 

We based this upon LWVUS positions:
“Support policies to provide a 

decent home and a suitable living 
environment for every American family.”

“Whatever the issue, the League 
believes that efficient and economical 
government requires competent personnel, 
the clear assignment of responsibilities, 
adequate financing, coordination among 
levels of government, effective enforcement 
and well defined channels for citizen input 

and review.”

CMHA’s mission states: “To provide quality, 
affordable housing solutions by building 
partnerships with Hamilton County 
communities while strengthening and 
expanding housing opportunities for families 
to achieve self-sufficiency.”  CMHA’s listed 
values are: “integrity, respect, initiative, 
accountability, and excellence.”
The League asked that the new members be 
chosen based on their commitment to the 
mission of CMHA and on the capability of the 
candidates. 

This is similar to a letter sent the year before 
asking the same care in choosing members. 
Two positions are still vacant.
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4.  In 2011, several members of the County 
Government Committee met with County 
Commissioner Greg Hartmann and shared 
with him the following three LWVCA 
positions:

Support of Modernization of 
Hamilton County Government

Criteria for Hamilton Countywide 
Voted Property Tax Levies

Support of Certain Criteria for 
Methods of Service Delivery

These positions relate closely to several of 
Hartmann’s priorities, including shared 
services, tax levy process improvements, and 
the recommendations of the Government 
Reform Task Force (GRTF). We urged his 
consideration of the Task Force’s
recommendations. Hartmann welcomed the 
League’s positions and support.

The League Action/Advocacy Process

The LWV maintains its integrity by utilizing a 
very careful process of identifying and 
approving what issues it will support. Here at 
LWVCA, committees or members recommend 
action to the Program Development 
Committee (PDC), where there is subsequent 
discussion and vote about an action or 
advocacy role.  If approved, a motion is made 
at a Board meeting; there is discussion, then 
approval; and the action is taken by the 
President or a/the designated 
representative/s.  The recommended actions 
must be based on a League position already 
established by the membership.  

This link provides you with some history the 
LWVCA and its actions. 
http://www.lwvca.org/issues/doneinpast.sht
ml.  

This LWVO link provides information on state 
advocacy.   
http://www.lwvohio.org/site.cfm/Advocacy/
Take-Action.cfm

Understanding Effective Action/Advocacy

The following pages are an attempt to capture 
for your consideration some key points to 
consider when choosing what and how to 
take effective action or to advocate 
successfully.  The following pages relate to 
“action” and “advocacy” specifically in the 
League lexicon, but this document is also 
meant to broadly cover how to do things 
about situations you care about (action) and 
how to seek support from elected officials for 
what you care about (advocacy).  The 
examples of types of action are by no means 
comprehensive.  Books have been written 
about this topic, which we’ve attempted to 
pull together in several pages.

Strategy

Effective action and advocacy is informed by 
a thoughtful strategy or plan.  By considering 
all of the options or directions one might take 
when pursuing changes to government 
and/or policy, it is much more likely that 
potential pitfalls or hindrances will be 
avoided.  Strategic thinking is often best done 
in a group process so that problems and 
solutions can be considered from all angles.

The Midwest Academy, founded in 1973, is a 
national training institute whose “Strategy 
Chart” – a series of thought-provoking 
questions about everything from choosing an 
issue to deciding upon tactics – has become 
the gold standard for campaigns seeking 
victory through grassroots organizing.

Let’s briefly review the pieces of this chart: (A 
copy of the “Strategy Chart” is Attachment I at 
the end of the buff pages.)

A.  Choose Your Issue(s) – Attachment 
I, Page 1 provides questions to help 
decide what issue you want to pursue.
B.  Develop Goals for your campaign –
Attachment I, Page 2, Column 1 of
Midwest Academy chart on goals
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C.  Understand your organization and 
its capability to act on this choice –
Attachment I, Page 2, Column 2 of 
Midwest Academy chart
D.  Understand your constituents, 
allies, and opponents – Attachment I, 
Page 2, Column 3 of Midwest Academy 
chart 

Power Analysis

One of the most important components of all 
strategic thinking is understanding the 
dynamics of power on any given issue, topic, 
or policy.  Who are the decision makers who 
have the power to help you get what you 
want?  Who has influence with those decision 
makers?  Who are your allies?  Who will be 
working against you?  These are the types of 
questions it will be important to ask if one is 
serious about making a difference in political 
arena.

In 1993, Action for Grassroots Empowerment 
and Neighborhood Development (AGENDA) 
was formed.  Strategic Concepts in Organizing 
and Policy Education (SCOPE) grew out of 
AGENDA shortly thereafter.  SCOPE/AGENDA 
developed the “best practice” of power 
mapping through the Power Tools manual 
and software, and this process has since 
become a staple of groups doing community 
organizing and working for social, economic, 
and environmental justice all across the 
country.

Please review Attachment II at the back of the 
buff pages entitled Understanding the Power 
Analysis.  This tool is one of many ways to 
think about dynamics of power – relative 
power is on the Y or vertical axis and level of 
agreement with your position is on the X or 
horizontal axis.  Participating in a power 
mapping process with a group is particularly 
enlightening, as people bring different 
opinions, experiences, and knowledge to the
table.  By mapping decision makers, allies, 
and opponents relative to one another, a 
picture of the landscape can be drawn that 

will greatly enhance the strategy for any 
action or advocacy.

So, in addition to the strategy components 
noted above, utilizing power mapping will 
help you hone your action and advocacy 
effectively, including:

E.  Deciding on your targets –
Attachment I, Page 2, column 4 of 
Midwest Academy chart
F.  Determining effective tactics –
Attachment I, Page 2, column 5 of 
Midwest Academy chart & Attachment 
I, Page 4 suggests how to Checklist for 
tactics

Tactics

While action and advocacy are informed by 
strategy and power analysis, it is often the 
tactics used that most shape the way that an 
individual’s or an organization’s work will be 
viewed by the public or the targets of said 
action and advocacy.  What follows is an 
incomplete list of potential tactics for 
consideration when taking action or 
promoting advocacy, along with notable 
advantages/pros (+) and disadvantages/cons 
(-) for each:

Letters to the Editor and Op Eds

+ The potential to reach a large audience of 
readers
+ Timely and responsive to current events or 
issues
- Limited space to make complex points or 
arguments

Legislative Advocacy -- see Attachment III
for 7 additional tips

+ Ensures direct communication with 
decision maker and ability to educate
- Legislators often have their minds made up 
already
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Postcard Campaigns

+ Gives nearly anyone an easy way to get 
engaged with a campaign
+ Shows strength in numbers to target, allows 
campaign to tally support
- If all of the messages are printed exactly the 
same, will often be ignored by receiving 
decision maker

Phone Banking

+ Creates a way for citizens to talk to other 
citizens about their concerns and issues
+ Can be a cost-effective way to reach many 
people personally and assess your campaign’s 
status based on answers and feedback
- It is often difficult to persuade people over 
the phone

Rallies/Demonstrations/Marches/Media 
Announcements/Public Forums

+ Large numbers of people can be a great 
show of strength and create unity among
participants
+ Public exposure/discussion – either directly 
or through media coverage – will help 
educate and make sure a campaign’s issue is 
noticed
- May not be an effective use of time without 
effective press contact before, during, and 
after
- Public displays make some people nervous 
and can be seen as confrontational when 
navigating tricky political or legislative 
ground

Ballot Initiative/Petition Gathering

+ Provides an opportunity for many, many 
people to be involved – by simply signing, or 
by gathering petitions for an issue they care 
about
+ Can help get around a tricky legislative 
reality through citizen action
- Extremely resource intensive, primarily 
through the necessary efforts of volunteers or 
the paid efforts of signature gatherers

Lawsuits/Legal Action

+ Depending on the circumstances, can 
immediately halt implementation of bad 
policy
+ Provides a clear process for decision 
making on relevant issues
- Likely to be costly and time consuming

Online Tools and Resources*

- Know your elected officials: 
http://www.smartvoter.org/
- An online petition example: 
http://www.change.org/petitions
- Video about the power of social media: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SuNx0U
rnEo
- Midwest Academy: 
http://www.midwestacademy.com/
- SCOPE/AGENDA: http://www.scopela.org/
- At the LWVO web site -
http://www.lwvohio.org/ - under Member 
Area, on the left side is a link to In 
League. Especially pages 23 – 24 are relevant 
and prior pages, beginning on page 20, 
Determining When to Take Action, might be 
useful information too. And finally under 
Advocacy, the publication Contacting Your 
Elected Official page 1 is generic information 
whether the official is federal, state or local.

* This is obviously an extremely abbreviated 
list – there are thousands of excellent sources 
online for information about effective action 
and advocacy.

We hope this paper on Action and Advocacy 
will encourage you to take action or to 
advocate in the near future to improve 
something important to you.

Attachment I.   “Strategy Chart”

Attachment II.  Power Analysis

Attachment III.  How to Advocate



Checklist for Choosing an Issue

A good issue is one that matches most of these criteria. Use this checklist to compare issues or 
develop your own criteria and chart for choosing an issue.

Issue 1 Issue 2 Issue 3 Will the Issue …

 1. Result in a real improvement 
in people's lives

 2. Give people a sense of their 
own power

 3. Alter the relations of power

 4. Be worthwhile

 5. Be winnable

 6. Be widely felt

 7. Be deeply felt

 8. Be easy to understand

 9. Have a clear target

10. Have a clear time frame that 
works for you

11. Be non-divisive

12. Build leadership

13. Set your organization up for 
the next campaign

14. Have a pocketbook angle

15. Raise money

16. Be consistent with your 
values and vision

from Organizing for Social Change, Midwest Academy, 225 West Ohio, Suite 250, Chicago, Illinois 60610
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Checklist for Tactics

All tactics must be considered within an overall strategy. Use this checklist to make sure 
that the tactics make sense given your strategy.

             Can you really do it? Do you have the needed people, time, and resources?

             Is it focused on either the primary or secondary target?

             Does it put real power behind a specific demand?

             Does it meet your organizational goals as well as your issue goals?

             Is it outside the experience of the target?

             Is it within the experience of your own members and are they comfortable with it?

             Do you have leaders experienced enough to do it?

             Will people enjoy working on it or participating in it?

             Will it play positively with the media?
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