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ANNUAL MEETING  
Thursday, MAY 23 

 

By Pinky Kocoshis, VP of Organization and 

Member Services  
 

The annual meeting of the LWVCA is 

Thursday, May 23, in the Geier Room at Mt. 

Auburn Presbyterian Church. Registration and 

social time begins at 5:15 pm, with dinner 

served at 6:00 pm. Join us as we celebrate our accomplishments from the past year! 

Spouses and guests are also welcome to join us. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Amy Searcy, Director of Elections, Hamilton County.  We 

will also elect our Board for the coming year;  receive reports on League activities; 

and approve our budget for 2013-2014.  We hope to make this a festive event, along 

with conducting this very important business of the League.  
 

As always, we are in need of volunteers to make this a successful evening.  Please 

contact me if you are interested in helping out.  See you there!  

 

2013 LWVCA 

SUMMER TOUR  

Wednesday,  

JUNE 26 
 

POTTER STEWART 

UNITED STATES 

COURTHOUSE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

See page 3 for details 

 

 

LEAGUE JOINS 

PADDLEFEST  
Saturday, June 22 

 

See page 9 for details 
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Respectfully, 

Shirley A. Jason, President 

PRESIDENTôS LETTER 

Dear League Friends, 
 

This is my final letter to you as President of the League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area. It 

certainly has been an exciting ride and an ñeyeïopeningò experience. As such, I want to take this 

final opportunity to express my thoughts and advice to the next generation of leadership. 
 

The mark of any great organization is its openness and fairness to its leadership, its board and its 

membership. Without these two factors any organization will lose credibility quickly. We must be 

open to new ideas, new members and new approaches and be extremely respectful of the time 

constraints of our volunteers and our employee. In terms of fairness, this is one of those moral 

behaviors which canôt be taught. Fairness comes from the heart and forces one to consider others. 

The LWVCA organization belongs to the entire membership.  I offer three solutions: 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

There was one word the 2012 presidential election taught usé"COALITIONS.ò The effectiveness and future of the LWVCA 

hinges on this one word. The LWVCA must develop and adopt a commitment to ñgrassroots,ò diversity and all-inclusiveness. 

The Face of America is changing rapidly. As an organization, we must adapt to 21st century thinking.  
 

REBRANDING  

As a brand, the League has an impeccable label of integrity when it comes to issues and political awareness. However, we need to 

stamp ñNEW & IMPROVEDò on the label and place our product on more shelves. In other words, we must find and take 

advantage of every promotional opportunity available, making the buyer (voter) aware that our product has a new ingredient of 

all-inclusiveness and that collectively, this new product will benefit everyone individually. 
 

FUNDRAISING  

Letôs face it: the backbone of any organization is its financial stability. The LWVCA needs to vigorously seek corporate 

donations. Our reputation indicates the impeccable quality of nonpartisan information. Our communities benefit from our efforts 

of tireless research and our unbiased distribution of political information of the Who & What of Elections. The LWVCA also has 

a wealth of opportunity with corporate America fundraising. However, we must take advantage of corporate Americaôs fiscal 

timing for contributions. I am certain businesses would take advantage of partnering with an organization which has 

unprecedented buying power, integrity, community awareness and nonpartisanship. 
  

In addition, we welcome and appreciate membership of ALL elected officials. Our partnership and relationship is priceless in 

determining a clear definition of political options and consequences.  
 

In conclusion, LWVCA must adapt a 21st century vision which allows us to grow as an organization. We must treat each other 

with kindness, respect and understanding. We must work together, with ALL, with commitment and with confidence. It has been 

a humbling experience to serve as your president. I certainly encourage and wish the newly elected president/co-presidents well. 

May peace and success be with you ALL. 

 

TIME TO RENEW!  
 2013 KROGER  

COMMUNITY REWARDS PR OGRAM!  
 

Itôs simple to sign upðbutðyour signup lasts only one year!  

LUCKILY itôs equally easy to RENEW your signup. 
 

DIRECTIONS . Please sign up for the program - or renew - using the name League of Women Voters of the Cincinnati Area 

Education Fund or our NPO number # 80874. Just go to Kroger.com, click on Community, click on Community Rewards Program 

and input the information for the League. In a few weeks you should see our name at the bottom of your receipt. Kroger will give a 

donation for every dollar you spend. Every little bit helps! 
 

If you need help to sign up or renew online, please contact Sherrie Heyse, and she will be glad to help you. 
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2013 SUMMER TOUR 6/26/13 
POTTER STEWART UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE  

By Ernie Mowell, LWVCA Member 

The LWVCA 2013 Summer Tour 

will take us to the Potter Stewart 

US Courthouse on Wednesday, June 26, where we will visit 

the main hall and courtrooms for both the Southern District of 

Ohio and the U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals. We will learn 

about the roles of each court and how they differ. Our visit will 

include some history of the courthouse and architectural 

highlights along with an account of some of the courtsô more 

significant cases. The tour will run from 10:00 am to 12:00 

noon. Afterwards, join us for lunch downtown. 
 

 

Completed in 1938, the Potter Stewart US Courthouse has been 

a prominent downtown fixture since Franklin Roosevelt was 

president. The most 

recent renovation in 

2011 brought many of 

the public areas back to 

t h e i r  o r i g i n a l 

a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e 

building is noted for use 

of Indiana limestone 

atop a dark granite base, 

exhibiting both Art 

Deco and Art Moderne 

details. 

 

Many  i n te res t i ng 

personali t ies have 

served on the federal 

bench in Cincinnati. 

William Howard Taft 

sat on the 6th Circuit 

Court of Appeals before 

becoming the 27th 

President and then the 

10th Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court. Potter Stewart, for 

whom the courthouse was renamed in 1994, was a native of 

Cincinnati and a judge on the 6th Circuit court before 

Eisenhower appointed him to the US Supreme Court in 1958. 

Current judges on the 6th Circuit have been appointed by six 

different Presidents. 

Image by Rich Pianka 

 

The 6th Circuit is 

made up of nine US 

Districts in Michigan, 

Ohio, Kentucky and 

Tennessee. Appeals 

from the trial courts 

in all those districts 

are heard in the 6th 

Circuit Court of 

Appeals here in 

Cincinnati.  

 
Our own district trial court, the 

Western Division of the Southern 

District of Ohio, is also housed in the 

Potter Stewart United States 

Courthouse. It hears federal criminal 

and civil trials for Adams, Brown, 

Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, 

Highland, Lawrence, Scioto, and 

Warren counties (shown in blue on the 

map to your right). 
 

Please Note - Photo Identification is required to enter the 

courthouse. Cameras and recording devices are not allowed in the 

courthouse. (Mobile phones with cameras are allowed but no 

photography will be permitted on the tour.) Security screening 

includes walk-through magnetometers and x-raying bags and 

personal items. No weapons are allowed in the courthouse. There 

will be limited walking and elevator travel. 
 

Car pooling will be available leaving from the League office at 

9:15. If you want to drive directly to the tour, parking is available 

downtown with the Fountain Square parking garage closest to the 

courthouse. 
 

A $5 donation to LWVCA is requested and the tour is limited to 

only 25 participants. To sign up for the 2013 Summer Tour, call 

the League office and let us know if you are interested in car 

pooling and if you want to stay for lunch. 

 

 

The Right to Counsel in Civil Cases:  
Civil Gideon and Legal Services for the Poor 
A Lecture Discussion Featuring: 

¶ William D. Dowling, Chair of the Ohio State Bar Association  

¶ Committee on Access to Justice; and  

¶ Mary Asbury, Executive Director of the Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati 

 

2013 is the 50th anniversary of the landmark decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in Gideon v. Wainwright regarding the right 

to counsel for criminal defendants who cannot afford a lawyer. As a practical matter, has the promise of Gideon been met? 

Should there also be a right to  counsel in civil cases? Sponsored by The Womanôs City Club, the Cincinnati Bar Association 

and BRIDGES for a Just Community. 

Tuesday, June 18 

12:00 noon 
Cincinnati Bar Association,  

225 E. 6th St., 5th floor 

Brown bag lunchð 

drinks provided. 
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YOUR VOTERS SERVICE TEAM AT WORK  
By Glenda G. Bernstein, VP of Voters Service 

UNLEASH YOUR INNER JOURNALIST:  

WORK ON THE VOTER NEWSLETTER  
By The Voter Editorial Team 

 

HELP WANTED! The Voter newsletter is in need of your help! We are 

looking for a member interested in being part of the editorial staff in one or 

more of these areas:  

¶ Making the monthly e-mail call for submission of articles to the 

membership. 

¶ Help in finding and editing articles about statewide and nationwide 

issues of interest to our members. 

¶ Help in proofreading the initial layout and design for corrections. 

 

The ability to meet deadlines is particularly important. This volunteer position 

requires four to six hours of your time each month. Anyone interested in 

finding out more information please send an inquiry to 

newsletter@lwvcincinnati.org. 

No doubt youôve heard and read 

about the voting irregularities 

that occurred in Hamilton 

County and elsewhere during 

the November 2012 election. 

During the fall of 2012, the 

Cincinnati Enquirer ran a series 

of informative and thought-

provoking articles entitled 

ñProtect Your Vote.ò We 

continue to see coverage in the Enquirer and elsewhere 

regarding developments with voting irregularities.  

 

LWVCA is fortunate to have engaged, interested members 

serving as our Board of Elections Liaisons. Susan Lehman and/

or Janet Steiner are in regular attendance at Hamilton County 

Board of Elections (HCBOE) meetings, observing the 

proceedings first hand. They noted that a representative from 

Secretary of State (SOS) Jon Hustedôs office attends the 

meetings; they have been impressed with the HCBOEôs 

attention to applying Ohio election law and complying with 

voting directives issued by Husted. Much time at recent BOE 

meetings has been spent on the subject of ñvoter eligibility.ò In 

the weeks leading up to the November 2012 election, the 

primary issues of concern were voter registration and 

acceptability of absentee ballots.  

 

440,000-plus votes were cast in Hamilton County in the 

November general election. According to the March 29 

Enquirer article by reporter Sharon Coolidge, ñ450 votes... 

[from across the state]...have come under scrutiny for fraud. Of 

the total, 129 have been turned over so far to law enforcement 

for investigation...ò 

 

In Hamilton County, approximately 80 votes were identified as 

ñanomaliesò and warranted investigation. About 60 of those 

were able to be eliminated from further inquiry. Some involved 

 

innocent mistakes or lack of understanding about the 

absentee voting process. The remaining cases were reviewed 

and the HCBOE voted to issue 28 subpoenas for these 

individuals to appear at an appointed meeting. After being 

sworn in, they are allowed an opportunity to explain the 

irregularity in their vote. Once all the interviews are 

complete, the BOE determines if anyone will be forwarded 

to the prosecuting attorneyôs office. Appearances by these 

voters at BOE meetings are underway.  

 

In her March 29 article, part of the ñProtect Your Voteò 

series, Coolidge points out, ñThose 129 votes are an 

infinitesimal 0.00229% of the 5.63 million votes cast by 

Ohioans in the presidential election. Thatôs roughly one 

out of every 43,478 votes.ò  She quotes Secretary Husted as 

saying of these voting issues, ñIt is a problem, but it is not 

systemic or rampant.ò And he further goes on to compliment 

the HCBOE, ñThe board has done a very nice job of 

following the directives, investigating and holding hearings 

on every problem...Hamilton County has done a better job 

than most places of following through.ò  

 

LWVCA Liaisons Lehman and Steiner agree with Jon 

Husted, saying, ñWe are impressed with the Hamilton 

County Board of Electionsô thoroughness and we have great 

respect for the process. We believe the system does work, 

and it appears to be reliable.ò They also want us to remember 

that despite some of the emotion-laden headlines that appear, 

voter fraud does not exist until it is proven through the 

prosecutorial process. 

 

Thanks to Susan and Janet for their work as LWVCA 

liaisons with the Hamilton County Board of Elections! 

Please read their first-hand account from the Board of 

Elections (see next page). If you are interested in this or 

other League activities, please call the office or contact any 

member of the LWVCA Board. 

mailto:newsletter@lwvcincinnati.org
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IN MEMORIAM...  
 

It is with regret we note the recent 

passing of the following League 

Member: 

 

¶ Dr. Corning Benton, who joined 

the League in 2008, passed March 20. 

Corning was a well beloved leader of 

the Eastern Day Unit and will be 

sorely missed. 

 

We also acknowledge the passing of a 

Friend of the League:  

 

¶ Patricia A. Brunsman, died on 

April 6, 2013. 

 

Mrs. Brunsman was a staunch supporter 

of our League, and her family has 

named the LWVCA to receive 

donations in her memory.  The League 

is honored to receive these gifts. 

UPDATE FROM THE LWVCA  

BOARD OF ELECTIONS OBSERVERS 
By Susan Lehman and Janet Steiner 

The Board of 

Elections continues 

to be diligent in 

investigating what 

have been termed 

ñvoting anomaliesò 

that took place in 

the November 2012 

general election. 

They in i t ia l l y 

looked at 80 incidents of possible impropriety, most of which 

involved a person who submitted an absentee ballot then also 

went to the polls to vote on Election Day. The preliminary 

investigations indicated that about 56 of these were purely 

innocent voter errors, no intention of wrongdoing or any 

criminal behavior. After very lengthy inquiries, including 

about 25 subpoenas, it was determined that 5 voters needed to 

be referred to the Prosecutorôs office and reported to the 

Secretary of Stateôs office. You can follow news reports in the 

Cincinnati Enquirer of specific incidents. 

 

WANT TO 

HELP 

THE 

LWVCA?  
By Sherrie Heyse, 

VP of Fund 

Development 

 

Become involved 

with the Fund 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

Committee and the 

Susan B. Anthony 

C o m m i t t e e ! 

Funding is critical to the mission of the LWVCA. In the past year, we 

have ramped up our office to become a better resource for the 

community all year. Office expenses have risen and we have fewer 

volunteers to support project work. This has required the LWVCA to 

pay for much of our office and project work. This increases the need 

for financial support. Even as expenses have increased, funding has 

remained flat. Please consider what you can do for the Fund 

Development committee so we can accomplish the mission of the 

League. 

  

Work has already started on next yearôs fundraising events and 

activities. Meetings have begun for the next Susan B. Anthony 

Luncheon. Fund Development would like to host another fundraising 

event, possibly in the Fall. If you have ideas or would like to be 

involved please call the office at 281-8683 or Sherrie Heyse.  

Of the voting anomalies, keep in mind these are out of 

approximately 420,000 ballots cast. Also, of these 80 

suspected problems, the system worked to prevent the 

counting of additional ballots cast by the same person. 

 

Additionally, it has been discovered that at least 47 voters 

have registered their addresses as being in private mail boxes 

at commercial outlets, such as UPS stores. Board of Elections 

officials are checking out these cases now. 

 

The Board of Elections is now reviewing plans to remodel 

their building at 824 Broadway to improve access and 

working conditions for the employees. The hope was to move 

to a more convenient space, but due to Hamilton County 

budget constraints, that is not happening. 

 

With the Board of Elections members comprised of two 

Democrats and two Republicans, it is not surprising that there 

are some sharp differences of opinion and interpretations, but 

we continue to be impressed with the time, care and diligence 

all take to keep our system of voting as honest and fair as 

possible, and the effort made to treat each other with respect. 
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PRIORITIES OF AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING ADVOCATES  
By Helen Rhoad, Housing Committee Chair 

 

LWVCA is a member of Affordable Housing Advocates 

(AHA), and the Housing Committee would like to take this 

opportunity to share the mission and 2013 priorities of AHA 

with our membership. AHA is a group of housing providers, 

advocates, and civic groups dedicated to the goal of ensuring good, safe, accessible, affordable housing for all people in the 

Cincinnati region.  

Here are AHAôs 2013 priorities as approved by AHA membership on 2/26/2013: 

1.  Educate local candidates and elected officials on the need for affordable housing and on AHA policy issues.  

¶ The Cincinnati mayor and city council elections in 2013 are an opportunity to raise affordable housing issues.  

¶ Prepare consistent education materials and talking points. 

2.  Continue with AHAôs education campaign to increase public acceptance of affordable housing. 

¶ Use the new AHA video and activate the Speakers Bureau focusing on youth and faith-based communities. 

¶ Educate the public on the problem of family homelessness and its relation to the lack of affordable housing. 

¶ Work to dispel the negative image of ñSection 8 housingò. Talk with opponents and look for opportunities to involve 

residents of subsidized housing in community discussions. 

¶ Provide an opportunity for the private landlord community to engage in honest dialogue with advocates and nonprofits to 

find ways to work together to further AHAôs mission. 

3.  Proactively raise affordable housing issues with community and economic development initiatives. 

¶ Landbank decisions on disposition and development of properties. 

¶ Neighborhood planning initiatives related to Form-based Codes. 

¶ Place Matters community initiatives. 

¶ Include need for more accessible housing. 

4. Increase the funding available for affordable housing 

5. Educate foundations and United Way on housing issues 

¶ Work to increase government funding. Provide input to OHFA and HUD on local issues and ways to make their funding 

more responsive to local needs. 

¶ Advocate for a local Housing Trust Fund, using an impact fee on new commercial and residential development. 

RESULTS OF LWVCA UNI T DISCUSSIONS ON 

FRACKING  
By John Hunter, Natural Resources Committee 

 

In November 2012, our units discussed the costs and benefits of a newly developed 

energy technology called ñfrackingò used for extracting natural gas and oil from deep 

layers of shale and sandstone rock. Based on the reports received from our November 

Units, our membership wants to stay involved with the Fracking issue.  

 

Here is a brief summary of what was said and plans of the Natural Resources 

Committee (NRC): 

¶ There is a high interest in the topic of fracking in Ohio and support for strong 

regulatory oversight. 

¶ Members want our League to continue gate-keeping on pertinent activities. 

¶ Periodically the NRC will put something in the Voter on the latest issues or 

activities. 

¶ The NRC will continue to monitor LWV of Ohio activities. Should it decide 

to develop a fracking position or take an active role, we will discuss joining 

the effort.  

  

Fracking will be discussed at the State Convention, May 3 through May 5, 2013. There 

will be caucuses as members debate what to do with the subject ï a study, a 

concurrence with another state position, or continuing to piece together various current 

and appropriate positions. Search online for ñLWV Ohio Convention 2013ò for more 

information. 
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CORRECTION TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

DIRECTORY  
 

Donna & Emil Danskerôs neighborhood is incorrectly 

listed as Norwood. The correct neighborhood 

designation should be Hyde Park. Please make the 

correction in your 2013 member directory. The 

membership committee regrets the error. 

SIDE-BY-SIDE  
FEATURING   

YVETTE SIMPSON AND  

AMY MURRAY  
By Beyond Civility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fourth Beyond Civility "Side-by-Side" event will take 

place on Monday, May 20, and will feature Cincinnati City 

Councilmember Yvette Simpson (D) and City Council 

Candidate Amy Murray (R). The event will be held at WCET 

Studios, 1223 Central Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45214. 

 

Light refreshments are available starting at 5:45 pm. The 

program will begin at 6:30 pm and run until 8:00 pm.  

Admission is free, but reservations are required. Reserve your 

spot now by going to www.beyondcivility.org/reservations. 

Space is limited!  

 

The series offers an antidote to the contentious and sometimes 

toxic national political rhetoric that is serving to polarize our 

society by inviting local political leaders to share their 

reflections on the people and experiences that helped to form 

the political beliefs and positions they hold today.  Beyond 

Civility believes we are less likely to demonize people we 

know personally, and is pleased to offer this opportunity to 

get behind the party platforms and political personas of 

election campaigns and get to know our public officials on a 

more personal level. 

 

The Side-by-Side Series is being co-sponsored by the 

Hamilton County Republican Party, the Hamilton County 

Democratic Party, the Charter Committee of Cincinnati, the 

Cincinnatus Association, the Public Library of Cincinnati and 

Hamilton County, the YWCA, and the League of Women 

Voters of the Cincinnati Area. WCET and WVXU are media 

partners.  

 

The Seasongood Good Government Foundation and the 

Cincinnati Bar Foundation are providing financial support for 

the Beyond Civility initiative. 

 

For more information, visit www.beyondcivility.org 

BACK -TO BACK   
FEATURING   

LOU BLESSING AND 

DENISE DRIEHAUS 
By Beyond Civility 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another unusual political event from the Beyond Civility 

group, featuring Democratic State Representative Denise 

Driehaus and Republican former Ohio Senate Pro Tem & 

State Representative Lou Blessing. 

 

Listen and learn as these brave souls present their opposing 

party's arguments on some of the hot button public policy 

issues of the day. Come to learn and have fun as these 

seasoned politicians flex their skills by demonstrating their 

understanding of their opponents' positions.  

 

Join us on Thursday, May 2, 6:30 - 8:00 pm at College of 

Mount Saint Joseph, College Theatre, 5701 Delhi Road 

Cincinnati, OH 45202. Light refreshments available starting 

at 5:30 pm. Admission is free, but reservations are required. 

Space is limited! To RSVP, visit www.beyondcivility.org/

reservations. 

BEYOND CIVILITY  
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LWVCA BOARD BRIEFS  
Submitted by Sandra Mowell, LWVCA Secretary 

 

MARCH 13 MEETING  

¶ Target date for rollout of new website is June 1 

¶ Grant to Proctor and Gamble submitted; 

Seasongood grant in the works 

¶ Report from Bylaws Committee on proposed 

changes to bylaws at annual meeting 

¶ Membership is at 290 
 

APRIL 3 MEETING  

¶ Voters Service is looking for a box of TRUs that 

was in the office; if any members distributed 

TRUs please inform the office on approximately 

how many and where they were distributed 

 

¶ LWVCA has agreed to convene a meeting at end of 

June to help interested groups, businesses and media 

organize mayoral debates 

¶ Membership is at 301 

¶ Board approved motion to pursue LWVCA 

participation in the Membership and Leadership 

Development program being offered by LWVO 

through the Ruth S. Shur Fellowship developed by 

LWVUS 

¶ Education Fund Treasurerôs report ending February 28, 

2013 lists YTD revenues $51,089 expenses $46,919 

¶ Board approved motion for Natural Resources 

Committee to put their papers on water, climate change 

and fracking on LWVUS clearinghouse website 

¶ Delegates for LWVO State Convention were discussed 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

VISITORS  

LEARN FROM LWVCA  
By Sandra Mowell, LWVCA Secretary 

 

LWVCA once again met with visitors through the 

International Visitor Leadership Program 

coordinated by the Office of International Visitors, 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the 

U.S. Department of State. The purpose of the 

visitors meeting with LWVCA is to explore the 

role of non-governmental organizations in the 

United States: how we operate generally, how we 

engage the public in community affairs, and how 

we fund our many services. 
 

Our visitors included: 

 

¶ Ms. Begum Tanrisever, Project Expert with HYDRA 

International Project and Consulting in Turkey;  

¶ Badriya Marzooq al-Marzooq, Head of Foreign Relations 

with Bahrain Women Union;  

¶ Kanyago Kalagala Caroline with Human Rights Network-

Uganda;  

¶ Anita Bishankha, Project Coordinator for Nepal National 

Dalit Social Welfare Organization; and  

¶ Majdouline Lyazidi, Founder, Woman Choufouch in 

Morocco.   

 

A separate visit was with two travelers from China: 

¶ Finn Kwok, Director-General of Equity & Justice 

Initiative, and  

¶ Huiling Cai with the Department of Sociology and 

Social Work at Guang-Xi Normal University. 

 

Shirley Jason and Sandra Mowell represented LWVCA at 

these meetings. 

MOVING?  Changing your EMAIL? 
Please let us know! Send notices to info@lwvcincinnati.org with ñAddress Changeò in 

the subject line.   Or just call the office at 513-281-8683 . Thank you! 


